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ABSTRAABSTRAABSTRAABSTRAABSTRACTCTCTCTCT: : : : : The unnatural comes in several forms: monsters that violate the order
of natural species; catastrophes that capsize the order of ecological balance; marvels or
miracles that break with the order of what happens always or most of the time. It is a
striking fact that these versions of the unnatural also provoke distinctive emotional
responses: horror, terror, and wonder, respectively. These are the emotions (or better,
passions, in the original sense of the term as an extreme state that we suffer rather than
merely feel) that register a breach of order – and blur the boundary between the natural
and the moral.

Lorraine Daston is Director at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in
Berlin, Germany and Visiting Professor in the Committee on Social Thought at the
University of Chicago. Her most recent book, co-authored with Peter Galison, is
Objectivity (New York: Zone Books, 2008).
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